
THE ELEMENTS OF ART 
(The Ingredients of Art) 

LINE 
Line is the simplest element of art. It is the 
path created by a moving point and can vary in 
length, thickness, direction, and quality to 
express movement, emotion, or structure. 

SHAPE 
Shape is an element of art created when lines 
or color changes enclose a two-dimensional 
area. Shapes can be geometric, with defined 
edges, or organic, with free-flowing, natural 
forms. 

FORM 
Form refers to three-dimensional objects 
with height, width, and depth. In sculpture, 
forms exist in real space, while in two-
dimensional art they are suggested using 
value and perspective. 

COLOR 
Color refers to the wavelengths of light we see. 
Colors have hue (name), value (lightness or 
darkness), intensity (brightness), and 
temperature, which can feel warm or cool. 

TEXTURE 
Texture refers to the surface quality of an 
artwork. It can be actual, meaning it can be 
physically felt, or implied, meaning it is visually 
suggested through lines, shapes, and shading. 

SPACE 
Space refers to the area around, between, 
above, below, or within objects. Artists use 
space to create depth, distance, and a sense of 
three-dimensionality on flat surfaces. 

VALUE 
Value is the element of art that describes the 
lightness or darkness of a color. Changes in 
value help create contrast, emphasis, and the 
illusion of depth and form. 



 

ART START: LINE  

Line is the simplest element of art. It is the path that a moving point makes on a surface in 
one continuous mark.  

Qualities of lines: lines can be long or short, thick or thin, straight or squiggly, sharp or soft, 
and anything in between!  

Practice drawing unique lines. 
Jagged Wavy Thick Straight Spiral 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

Lines can make us convey different feelings. Practice expressing emotions through lines! 
Calm Anxious Happy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 

ART START: SHAPE 

Shape is an element of art where a line or change of color defines a two-dimensional area. There are two primary types of 
shapes; geometric and organic. 

Geometric Shapes vs. Organic Shapes 
Geometric shapes have precise, uniform measurements and 
do not often appear in nature.  

Organic shapes are free-flowing, asymmetrical shapes often 
associated with things in nature.  

 
 
 

                                
 
 
 
 

Create some geometric and organic shapes of your own! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ART START: FORM 

Form is the element of art that refers to a three-dimensional object with height, width, and 
depth. In sculpture, form is critical and features shapes that can be seen from all sides. In 
two-dimensional art, three-dimensional form is shown by using value and perspective. 

Shape Form Try It Name It 

   

Shape:  

Circle 
 

Form:  

Sphere 
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Blue-Purple  

Red-Purple 

ART START: COLOR  

Color refers to the wavelengths of light we see. 
Colors have hue (name), value (lightness or 
darkness), intensity (brightness or dullness), and 
temperature (warm or cool). The primary colors (red, 
yellow, blue) are the colors that make secondary 
colors (orange, green, purple.) 

 

How would you make orange? 

How would you make green? 

How would you make purple?  

What colors do you think are warm?  

Think about a sunset!  

 

 

What colors do you think are cool?  

Think about the ocean!   



 

ART START: TEXTURE 

IMPLIED TEXTURE:  An illusion of what an object 
might feel like.  

ACTUAL TEXTURE: Using the sense of touch to feel 
something.

Words that describe texture: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw unique types of implied texture with a pencil. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 



 

ART START: SPACE 

Space is an element of art and refers to the emptiness or area between, around, above, 
below, or within objects. These areas create a three-dimensional feeling on a two-
dimensional surface.  

Overlap Size Perspective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Try using overlap to draw a bowl of fruit.  Try using size to show cups on a table.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

ART START: VALUE  
Value is an element of art that refers to the lightness or darkness of a color.  
 

Value Scale 
Light Medium Dark 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 

Try creating your own value scales using the suggested techniques! 

Value Scale (Cross Hatching)  
Light Medium Dark 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

    

Value Scale (Stippling) 
Light Medium Dark 
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