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THE ELEMENTS OF ART

(The Ingredients of Art)

LINE ITITI

Line is the simplest element of art. It is the
path created by a moving point and can vary in
length, thickness, direction, and quality to
express movement, emotion, or structure.

Shape is an element of art created when lines
or color changes enclose a two-dimensional
area. Shapes can be geometric, with defined
edges, or organic, with free-flowing, natural
forms.

Form refers to three-dimensional objects
with height, width, and depth. In sculpture,
forms exist in real space, while in two-
dimensional art they are suggested using
value and perspective.

Color refers to the wavelengths of light we see.
Colors have hue (name), value (lightness or
darkness), intensity (brightness), and
temperature, which can feel warm or cool.

Texture refers to the surface quality of an
artwork. It can be actual, meaning it can be
physically felt, or implied, meaning it is visually
suggested through lines, shapes, and shading.

Space refers to the area around, between,
above, below, or within objects. Artists use
space to create depth, distance, and a sense of
three-dimensionality on flat surfaces.

Value is the element of art that describes the
lightness or darkness of a color. Changes in
value help create contrast, emphasis, and the
illusion of depth and form.
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